By Megan Gaskin, Jesuit Volunteer Corps
“Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of
God?” (John 11:1-45)
When Jesus heads back to Judea and Lazarus is already dead, Martha and Mary are desperate for Jesus to do
something for them. Jesus says to Martha as he is approaching Lazarus in the tomb, “Did I not tell you that if you
believe you will see the glory of God?” I feel in the act of service we witness the “glory of God” in the ones we serve
each day.
During my year in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, each day at the school I worked at I would witness great things with
the students from running my bracelet club, assisting the students struggling in the classroom, and working
together with my fellow coworkers in the school. The Jesuit motto of “to see God in all things” was so present
throughout my year. I would see God in my share of struggles, in my happy moments and with the students. My
year of service was definitely not easy. I had my share of struggles. I feel through my tough times it a way of being
tested to see how strong I am. God does not give you what you cannot handle. As in the Gospel reading, after
Jesus brings back Lazarus from the dead, the Jews see and realize what He has done and began to believe in Him. I
feel from my year of service, that God was present with me every step of the way.

In the Gospel reading, the community is just starting to believe in Jesus that he is the Son of God. For Jesus, he must
be struggling with the community he lives in because they are all not understanding and believing in who he actually
is. We all are a part of multiple communities in our everyday lives. We may be a part of a parish community, a
workplace community, and even your own family community. What role will each community play in your journey
through Lent?

Lord, I pray for all those who believe in you.
Help us to see God in all things in the good and the bad parts of our lives.
Grant us to be a witness in our own communities in our everyday life.
I pray that we can have strength to go through our struggles.
May we always know that you are with us every step of the way each day.

I challenge each one of you to talk to someone new in your everyday community. When you talk to someone new,
you could learn new things from one another. This new person could be a new coworker, your new neighbor who
just moved in on your block or someone you see all the time but have never spoken to. It is hard being the new
person and a friendly smile and welcome could put them at ease as they head into their new community.
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